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Executive Summary 
This study examines educational attainment in the United States between 1990 and 2010 for the 
population aged 25 years and older using data collected by the U.S. Census Bureau.1 It focuses on 
nationwide trends as well as those found in the New York, Chicago, Los Angeles, Miami, Houston, 
and Riverside metropolitan areas. To achieve a richer understanding of educational attainment in the 
United States, this examination moves beyond general population demographics by examining trends 
by sex, race, and ethnicity. This report uses five categories that reflect levels of educational 
attainment: “Did Not Graduate High school,” “High school Graduate,” “Some College/No Degree,” 
“Associates Degree,” and “BA or Higher.”2  
The news is good. The data indicate that the percentage of the population with a B.A. or higher in the 
U.S. has steadily increased across all races and ethnicities for both sexes. This trend was apparent in 
the six major metropolitan areas over the last two decades. Over the same period of time, the 
percentage of the population without a high school diploma has decreased across all races, 
ethnicities, and genders nationwide, and also in the six major metropolitan areas. In short, less people 
in the U.S. are failing to complete high school and more are getting four year degrees. 
Perhaps the most notable findings are those concerning sex. Females demonstrated a significantly 
higher increase in educational attainment than males across all races and ethnicities over the last two 
decades. This trend was observed nationwide and in the six major metropolitan areas.3 In many 
instances, female educational attainment increased at more than twice the rate of their male 
counterparts. 
The Asian population maintained the highest percentage of college graduates (B.A. or higher) of the 
four major race/ethnic groups, nationwide, and within all six major metropolitan areas between 1990 
and 2010. The only exception to this finding was in New York City, where non-Hispanic whites had the 
highest percentage of college graduates over the same period. 
The Latino population consistently had the lowest percentage of college graduates (B.A. or higher) 
nationwide of all four race/ethnic groups examined in this report, in the U.S. and in all six major 
metropolitan areas, except for Miami. Non-Hispanic blacks had the lowest rates of college graduates 
(B.A. or higher) in Miami, followed closely by Latinos. In each year studied, the Latino population had 
the highest percentage of people who did not graduate high school, both nationwide and in all six 
major metropolitan areas.  
                                              
1 This report uses the American Community Survey PUMS (Public Use Microdata Series) data for all years released by the Census Bureau and 
reorganized for public use by the Minnesota Population Center, University of Minnesota, IPUMSusa, (https://usa.ipums.org/usa/index.shtml). See Public 
Use Microdata Series Steven Ruggles, J. Trent Alexander, Katie Genadek, Ronald Goeken, Matthew B. Schroeder, and Matthew Sobek. Integrated 
Public Use Microdata Series: Version 5.0 [Machine-readable database]. Minneapolis: University of Minnesota, 2010. 
2 To avoid redundancies, each category indicates only the maximum level of education achieved for each respondent.  
3 A determination made by looking both at rates of increase in the “B.A. or Higher” category and rates of decrease in the “Did Not Graduate High school” 
category. 
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Of the major race/ethnic groups, the non-Hispanic white population had the lowest percentage of 
people who did not graduate high school between 1990 and 2010, both nationwide and in all six major 
metropolitan areas. 
Among non-Hispanic whites and Asians, males comprised a higher percentage of college graduates 
than their female counterparts (B.A. or higher) nationwide and in five of the six major metropolitan 
areas. Miami was the only exception, where Asian females were one percentage point higher than 
Asian males in the “B.A. or Higher” category in 2010. 
This pattern was inverted among non-Hispanic blacks and Latinos, where females comprised a higher 
percentage of college graduates than their female counterparts (B.A. or higher) nationwide and in all 
six major metropolitan areas. 
Complete and detailed data for non-Hispanic whites, non-Hispanic blacks, Asians, and Latinos are 
presented throughout the text. Special attention was given to the statistical patterns by sex in all of 
these groups. These may be used as basic reference materials for researchers, journalists, students, 
and information seekers. 
 
It is important to keep in mind that while the data here are valuable indicators when approaching 
modern educational attainment in the United States, they do not answer certain fundamental 
questions.  Readers interested in the causative factors behind these trends may benefit from the 
concluding section of this report, which offers possible avenues of future inquiry along the lines of 
labor force participation, changing sex patterns among heads of households, and evolving social and 
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Educational Attainment among the Total U.S. Population Aged 25 and Older  
Between 1990 and 2010, the population of the United States saw a 40% increase in the attainment of 
Bachelors’ and other advanced degrees, and a 44% decrease in the percentage of individuals who 
failed to complete high school. These trends were uninterrupted over the last two decades. (See 
figure 1). 
Furthermore, whereas the percentage of individuals who earned a high school diploma as their 
highest level of educational attainment dipped slightly, from 30% in 1990 to 28% in 2010, people who 
attended some college (no degree) and those with Associates degrees both rose by 2 percentage 
points.  
As of 2010, 14% of Americans did not graduate high school, 28% attained a high school diploma as 
their highest level of educational attainment, 21% had attended some college (no degree), 8% had 
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Educational Attainment among the Total U.S. Population Aged 25 and Older by Sex  
Nationally men and women performed almost identically between 1990 and 2010 with regard to levels 
of high school completion, obtaining high school diplomas, attending some college, and obtaining 
Associate’s degrees -- there were, however, considerable sex differences when it came to the 
acquisition of Bachelor’s and other advanced degrees. (See figures 2 and 3).   
Both men and women saw a steady increase in the attainment of Bachelor’s degrees or higher 
between 1990 and 2010, yet women significantly outpaced men in this regard. The increase in the 
percentage of females in this category was more than twice that of males. The percentage of the male 
population with a Bachelor’s or higher climbed from 23% to 29% (a 26% increase) over the twenty 
year period, whereas the percentage of the female population with a Bachelor’s or higher rose from 
18% to 28% (a 55% increase). Although the percentage of men with a Bachelor’s or higher was still 1 
percentage point higher than that of women, the findings suggest that women are poised to surpass 
their male counterparts by the 2020 census. (See tables 2 and 3). 
As of 2010, 15% of males and 14% of females aged 25 and older in the United States did not 
graduate high school, a 36% and 44% decrease from 1990, respectively. The “Some College No 





Educational Attainment 1990 2000 2010
Did Not Graduate High School 25% 20% 14%
High School Graduate 30% 29% 28%
Some College No Degree 19% 21% 21%
Associates Degree 6% 6% 8%
BA or Higher 20% 24% 28%
Table 1
Educational Attainment for U.S. Population Aged 25+, 1990-2010
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Educational Attainment 1990 2000 2010
Did Not Graduate High School 24% 20% 15%
High School Graduate 28% 28% 29%
Some College No Degree 19% 21% 21%
Associates Degree 6% 6% 7%
BA or Higher 23% 26% 29%
Table 2
Educational Attainment for U.S. Male Population Aged 25+, 1990-2010
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Educational Attainment 1990 2000 2010
Did Not Graduate High School 25% 19% 14%
High School Graduate 32% 30% 28%
Some College No Degree 19% 21% 22%
Associates Degree 7% 7% 8%
BA or Higher 18% 23% 28%
Table 3
Educational Attainment for U.S. Female Population Aged 25+, 1990-2010
Educational Attainment in the United States and Six Major Metropolitan Areas 1990-2010              18 
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Attainment of Bachelor’s Degree or Higher among the Total U.S. Population Aged 25 and Older by 
Race/Ethnicity  
 
Latinos maintained the lowest percentage of college graduates (B.A. or higher) among the four major 
race/ethnic groups nationwide between 1990 and 2010, with 13% of Latinos having graduated with a 
Bachelor’s degree or higher as of 2010. Latinos did, however, show the second highest percentage 
increase in attainment of B.A. or higher (after non-Hispanic blacks), with a 44% increase over the 
twenty year period. (See table 4). 
Non-Hispanic whites had the second highest percentage of people with a Bachelor’s or higher among 
the four major race/ethnic groups in each census year, with 31% having attained a four-year degree 
or higher as of 2010. Over the twenty year period, college graduation rates (B.A. or higher) among 
non-Hispanic whites increased by 41%. 
Non-Hispanic blacks were third among the four major race/ethnic groups in college graduates (B.A. or 
higher) in the U.S., with 18% attaining B.A. or higher in 2010. Non-Hispanic blacks also showed the 
greatest increase in this category – a notable 63% incline over the twenty year period.  
Between 1990 and 2010, the Asian population maintained the highest percentage of college 
graduates (B.A. or higher) of the four major race/ethnic groups nationwide. With a 32% increase in 
rates over the twenty year period. As of 2010 almost half of all Asians attained a Bachelor’s or higher 
(49%). (See figure 4). 
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Attainment of Bachelor’s Degree or Higher among the Total U.S. Population Aged 25 and Older by 
Race/Ethnicity and Sex  
 
Between 1990 and 2010, females comprised a higher percentage of college graduates (B.A. or 
higher) among non-Hispanic blacks and Latinos, and females experienced greater increases in 
attainment than did their male counterparts in this category. (See tables 5 and 6). As of 2010, 16% of 
non-Hispanic black men aged 25 and older graduated college (BA or higher), compared to 20% of 
non-Hispanic black women. About 12% of Latino men graduated college (BA or higher), compared to 
15% of Latinas. (See figures 5 and 6).  
In contrast to Latinos and non-Hispanic blacks, men comprised a higher percentage of college 
graduates than did women among Asians and non-Hispanic whites. As of 2010, 52% of Asian men 
aged 25 and older graduated college (B.A. or higher), compared to 47% of Asian women. By 2010, 
non-Hispanic white men and women had nearly the same rates of attaining Bachelor’s or higher, at 
32% and 31% respectively. (See tables 5 and 6).  
However, it is crucial to note that the increases in educational attainment among females in all 
race/ethnic groups were considerably higher than increases in attainment among males during the 
twenty year period. Between 1990 and 2010, Latinas saw a 67% increase in college graduation (B.A. 
of higher), more than three times the 20% increase in attainment seen among Latinos. College 
graduation rates (B.A. or Higher) among non-Hispanic black females increased by 67%, compared to 
the 46% increase among non-Hispanic black men. Between 1990 and 2010, college graduation rates 
among Asian females increased by 47%, more than twice the 21% increase among Asian men. Non-
Hispanic white women saw a 63% increase in attainment of Bachelor’s or higher, which was almost 
three times the 23% increase seen among non-Hispanic white men.   
 
 
Educational Attainment 1990 2000 2010
Non-Hispanic Whites 22% 27% 31%
Non-Hispanic Blacks 11% 14% 18%
Latinos 9% 11% 13%
Asians 37% 44% 49%
Table 4
"B.A. or Higher" for U.S. Population Aged 25+ by Race/Ethnicity, 1990-2010
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High School Non-Completion Statistics among the Total U.S. Population Aged 25 and Older by 
Race/Ethnicity  
 
Between 1990 and 2010, the Latino population had the greatest percentage of people who did not 
complete high school among the four major race/ethnic groups. In 1990, 50% of Latinos did not attain 
a high school diploma. As of 2010, 37% of Latinos did not attain a high school diploma. Latinos had 
the smallest decrease in high school non-completion rates when compared to the other major 
race/ethnic groups, at only a 26% decline from 1990. (See figure 7).  
The non-Hispanic black population had the second greatest percentage of individuals who did not 
complete high school, at 18% in 2010. However, that number dropped substantially (-51%) from 1990, 
when 37% of non-Hispanic blacks did not complete high school in 1990.  
The percentage of Asians who did not completed high school was 22% in 2010, down from 14% in 
1990. Non-completion of high school among Asians declined by 36%. 
Non-Hispanic whites maintained the lowest percentage of people aged 25 years and older who did 
not complete high school among the four major race/ethnic groups. As of 2010, 9% of non-Hispanic 
whites did not had a high school diploma, compared to 21% in 1990. Non-Hispanic whites also had 
the fastest decrease in this category, with a 57% drop in the percentage who did not complete high 
school in 1990. 
Educational Attainment 1990 2000 2010
Non-Hispanic Whites 26% 29% 32%
Non-Hispanic Blacks 11% 13% 16%
Latinos 10% 11% 12%
Asians 43% 48% 52%
Table 5
"B.A. or Higher" for U.S. Male Population Aged 25+ by Race/Ethnicity, 1990-2010 
Educational Attainment 1990 2000 2010
Non-Hispanic Whites 19% 25% 31%
Non-Hispanic Blacks 12% 15% 20%
Latinos 9% 11% 15%
Asians 32% 40% 47%
Table 6
"B.A. or Higher" for U.S. Female Population Aged 25+ by Race/Ethnicity, 1990-2010 
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Educational Attainment 1990 2000 2010
Non-Hispanic Whites 21% 15% 9%
Non-Hispanic Blacks 37% 27% 18%
Latinos 50% 47% 37%
Asians 22% 19% 14%
"Did Not Graduate High School" for U.S. Population




High School Non-Completion Statistics among the Total U.S. Population Aged 25 and Older by 
Race/Ethnicity and Sex  
 
Between 1990 and 2010, males comprised a higher percentage of those individuals who did not 
graduate high school among the non-Hispanic white, non-Hispanic black, and Latino communities, 
when compared to their female counterparts. Asians were the only race/ethnic group where less 
males than females failed to complete high school. (See tables 8 and 9). 
 
As of 2010, 39% of Latino men did not graduate high school, compared to 35% of Latinas; 12% 
percent of Asian men did not graduate high school, compared to 16% of Asian women; 10% of non-
Hispanic white men did not graduate high school, compared to 9% of non-Hispanic white women; and 
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19% of non-Hispanic black men did not graduate high school, compared to 17% of non-Hispanic 
black women. (See figures 8 and 9). 
Among the four major race/ethnic groups and both sexes, non-Hispanic white women had the lowest 
percentage of individuals who did not graduate high school, and Latino men comprised the greatest. 
The most drastic decrease in rates of high school non-completion was found among non-Hispanic 
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General Overview of Educational Attainment among the Population Aged 25 and Older within Six 
Major Metropolitan Areas  
The six regions examined in this report are the Houston, Los Angeles, Chicago, Miami, New York 
City, and Riverside metropolitan areas. Between 1990 and 2010, similar to the national trend, all six 
areas witnessed increased rates college graduation (B.A. or higher) for the population aged 25 and 
older. Every metropolitan area also saw a decrease in the percentage of the population without a high 
school diploma. 
Comparatively, in 2010 Chicago demonstrated the strongest educational attainment, with both the 
lowest percentage of the population without a high school diploma and the greatest percentage of 
individuals with a Bachelor’s or higher. In contrast, the Los Angeles metropolitan area had the 
Educational Attainment 1990 2000 2010
Non-Hispanic Whites 20% 15% 10%
Non-Hispanic Blacks 38% 29% 19%
Latinos 50% 48% 39%
Asians 18% 17% 12%
Table 8
"Did Not Graduate High School" for U.S. Male Population 
Aged 25+ by Race/Ethnicity, 1990-2010
Educational Attainment 1990 2000 2010
Non-Hispanic Whites 21% 15% 9%
Non-Hispanic Blacks 36% 26% 17%
Latinos 50% 45% 35%
Asians 26% 22% 16%
"Did Not Graduate High School" for U.S. Female Population 
Table 9
Aged 25+ by Race/Ethnicity, 1990 - 2010 
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greatest percentage of individuals without a high school diploma in 2010. Riverside had the smallest 
percentage of individuals that had attained a Bachelor’s degree or higher in 2010.  
Chicago was home to the greatest increase in the percentage of college graduates (B.A. or higher), 
climbing by 50% over the twenty year period. Chicago also saw the sharpest decrease in high school 
non-completion rates, dropping by 41% between 1990 and 2010. 
From 1990 to 2010, the Houston metropolitan area saw a 16% increase in college graduation (B.A. or 
higher), from 25% attaining a Bachelor’s or higher in 1990 to 29% in 2010. The percentage of those in 
Houston without a high school diploma decreased from 24% in 1990 to 20% in 2010 (-17%). (See 
figure 10 and table 10). 
The Los Angeles metropolitan area witnessed a 31% increase in college graduation (B.A. or higher), 
from 22% attaining a Bachelor’s or higher in 1990 to 29% in 2010. The percentage of individuals in 
Los Angeles without a high school diploma decreased from 30% in 1990 to 24% in 2010 (-20%). (See 
figure 11 and table 11). 
In Chicago, college graduation rates (B.A. or higher) increased by 50%, from 24% graduating college 
in 1990 to 36% in 2010. The percentage of high school non-completion decreased from 24% to 14% 
over the twenty year period, a 41% decline. (See figure 12 and table 12). 
Miami had a 37% increase in the percentage of individuals with college graduation (B.A. or higher), 
from 19% attaining a Bachelor’s degree or higher in 1990 to 26% in 2010. The rate of high school 
non-completion in Miami dropped from 35% to 22% between 1990 and 2010, a 38% decrease. (See 
figure 13 and table 13). 
The New York metropolitan area witnessed a 33% increase in college graduation rates (B.A. or 
higher), from 25% graduating college (B.A. or higher) in 1990 to 35% in 2010. The percentage of 
those in New York without a high school diploma decreased from 30% in 1990 to 19% in 2010 (-37%). 
(See figure 14 and table 14). 
In Riverside, college graduation rates (B.A. or higher) increased by only 5%, from 15% to 20% over 
the twenty years. The percentage of high school non-completion decreased from 25% in 1990 to 22% 
in 2010, a 37% decline. (See figure 15 and table 15). 
Consistent with national trends, the population within each metro area trended toward higher levels of 
educational attainment. 
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Educational Attainment 1990 2000 2010
Did Not Graduate High School 24% 24% 20%
High School Graduate 24% 22% 24%
Some College No Degree 21% 22% 22%
Associates Degree 5% 5% 6%
BA or Higher 25% 27% 29%
Table 10
Educational Attainment for Houston Metropolitan Population Aged 25+ , 1990-2010 
Educational Attainment in the United States and Six Major Metropolitan Areas 1990-2010              27 
 
 




















Educational Attainment 1990 2000 2010
Did Not Graduate High School 30% 30% 24%
High School Graduate 21% 19% 21%
Some College No Degree 20% 20% 20%
Associates Degree 7% 6% 7%
BA or Higher 22% 25% 29%
Table 11
Educational Attainment for Los Angeles Metropolitan Population Aged 25+ , 1990-2010 
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Educational Attainment 1990 2000 2010
Did Not Graduate High School 24% 19% 14%
High School Graduate 26% 24% 24%
Some College No Degree 20% 21% 20%
Associates Degree 5% 6% 6%
BA or Higher 24% 30% 36%
Educational Attainment for Chicago Metropolitan Population Aged 25+, 1990-2010
Table 12
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Educational Attainment 1990 2000 2010
Did Not Graduate High School 35% 32% 22%
High School Graduate 23% 22% 28%
Some College No Degree 16% 17% 15%
Associates Degree 7% 6% 9%
BA or Higher 19% 22% 26%
Table 13
Educational Attainment for Miami Metropolitan Population Aged 25+,  1990-2010 
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Educational Attainment 1990 2000 2010
Did Not Graduate High School 30% 26% 19%
High School Graduate 26% 24% 25%
Some College No Degree 15% 15% 15%
Associates Degree 5% 5% 6%
BA or Higher 25% 29% 35%
Educational Attainment for New York Metropolitan Population Aged 25+, 1990-2010
Table 14
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Educational Attainment 1990 2000 2010
Did Not Graduate High School 25% 25% 22%
High School Graduate 27% 25% 26%
Some College No Degree 25% 26% 25%
Associates Degree 8% 7% 8%
BA or Higher 15% 16% 20%
Table 15
Educational Attainment for Riverside Metropolitan Population  Aged 25+ , 1990-2010 
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Educational Attainment Rates among the Population Aged 25 and Older within Six Major Metropolitan 
Areas by Sex  
As with the nationwide trends, both men and women in the six major metropolitan areas saw an 
increase in college graduation rates (B.A. or higher) and a decrease in high school non-completion 
from 1990 and 2010. Women significantly outpaced men in both attainment of Bachelor’s degrees or 
higher and in the rates at which they completed high school. This was the case in every metropolitan 
area examined. While as of 2010 the percentage of men with a Bachelor’s or higher was never further 
than two percentage points below their female counterparts, women may be poised to widen that gap 
in their favor in the future, should their increasing trend in educational attainment over the last twenty 
years remain constant.  
Comparatively, the most extreme disparities between men and women were found in Houston and 
Riverside. In those metro areas the percentage increases in attainment of Bachelor’s degrees or 
higher among women were over twelve times that of their male counterparts between 1990 and 2010. 
Women in the Chicago area experienced the most drastic gain in college degree attainment (B.A. or 
higher), with a 67% increase over the twenty years. (See figures 16, 17, and 21).   
In Houston men saw no change in college graduation rates (B.A. or higher), which were 
approximately 30% attainment in both years. In sharp contrast, college graduation among the female 
population of Houston increased from 22% in 1990 to 28% in 2010 (+27%). Among men in Houston, 
high school non-completion dropped from 24% in 1990 to 21% in 2010, a 13% decrease over the 
twenty year period. Women saw a 24% decrease in rates of high school non-completion, bringing 
their high school non-completion rates down from 25% in 1990 to 19% in 2010. (See figures 16 and 
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Educational Attainment 1990 2000 2010
Did Not Graduate High School 25% 23% 19%
High School Graduate 26% 24% 24%
Some College No Degree 22% 23% 23%
Associates Degree 5% 5% 6%
BA or Higher 22% 25% 28%
Table 17 
Educational Attainment for Houston Metropolitan Female Population Aged 25+, 1990-2010 
Educational Attainment 1990 2000 2010
Did Not Graduate High School 24% 25% 21%
High School Graduate 21% 20% 23%
Some College No Degree 20% 21% 21%
Associates Degree 5% 4% 5%
BA or Higher 30% 30% 30%
Table 16
Educational Attainment for Houston Metropolitan Male Population Aged 25+, 1990-2010 
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Between 1990 and 2010, men in Los Angeles saw a 16% increase in college graduation rates (B.A. or 
higher), from 26% graduating college in 1990 to 30% in 2010. The female population experienced a 
53% increase in college graduation rates (B.A. or higher), from 19% attainment in 1990 to 29% in 
2010. The percentage of men who did not graduate high school decreased from 29% in 1990 to 24% 
in 2010 (-18%). Among women high school non-completion dropped from 31% in 1990 to 24% in 
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Educational Attainment 1990 2000 2010
Did Not Graduate High School 29% 30% 24%
High School Graduate 19% 18% 21%
Some College No Degree 20% 20% 19%
Associates Degree 7% 6% 6%
BA or Higher 26% 27% 30%
Educational Attainment for Los Angeles Metropolitan Male Population Aged 25+, 1990-2010 
Table 18 
Educational Attainment 1990 2000 2010
Did Not Graduate High School 31% 30% 24%
High School Graduate 23% 20% 20%
Some College No Degree 20% 20% 20%
Associates Degree 8% 7% 7%
BA or Higher 19% 23% 29%
Table 19 
Educational Attainment for Los Angeles Metropolitan Female Population Aged 25+, 1990-2010 
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Men in Chicago saw a 29% increase in college graduation rates (B.A. or higher), from 28% of men 
earning a four year degree or higher in 1990 to 36% in 2010. The female population increased 
attainment of Bachelor’s degrees or higher by a marked 67%, bringing women’s college graduation 
rates from 21% in 1990 to 35% in 2010. Rates of high school non-completion dropped among men, 
from 24% in 1990 to 14% in 2010 (-42%). Women saw a 48% drop in high school non-completion 
rates, bringing those rates down from 25% of women without a high school diploma in 1990 to 13% in 





















Educational Attainment in the United States and Six Major Metropolitan Areas 1990-2010              37 
 
 









Between 1990 and 2010, the percentage of men in Miami who attained Bachelor’s degrees or higher 
increased from 22% to 26% (+18%).Attainment of Bachelor’s or higher among the female population 
grew from 16% in 1990 to 26% in 2010, a notable 63% increase. Among those people in Miami who 
did not graduate high school, men saw a decrease over the twenty year period, from 34% to 23% (-
33%). Women in Miami also saw a decrease in high school non-completion rates, from 36% in 1990 
to 22% in 2010 (-39%). (See figures 22 and 23, and tables 22 and 23).  
Educational Attainment 1990 2000 2010
Did Not Graduate High School 24% 19% 14%
High School Graduate 23% 23% 24%
Some College No Degree 20% 20% 20%
Associates Degree 5% 5% 6%
BA or Higher 28% 32% 36%
Table 20
Educational Attainment for Chicago Metropolitan Male Population Aged 25+, 1990-2010 
Educational Attainment 1990 2000 2010
Did Not Graduate High School 25% 19% 13%
High School Graduate 29% 26% 24%
Some College No Degree 20% 21% 21%
Associates Degree 6% 6% 7%
BA or Higher 21% 28% 35%
Table 21
Educational Attainment for Chicago Metropolitan Female Population Aged 25+, 1990-2010 
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Educational Attainment 1990 2000 2010
Did Not Graduate High School 34% 32% 23%
High School Graduate 21% 21% 28%
Some College No Degree 17% 17% 16%
Associates Degree 7% 6% 8%
BA or Higher 22% 24% 26%
Table 22
Educational Attainment for Miami Metropolitan Male Population Aged 25+, 1990-2010  
Educational Attainment 1990 2000 2010
Did Not Graduate High School 36% 32% 22%
High School Graduate 25% 23% 28%
Some College No Degree 16% 18% 15%
Associates Degree 7% 7% 9%
BA or Higher 16% 20% 26%
Table 23
Educational Attainment for Miami Metropolitan Female Population Aged 25+, 1990-2010  
Educational Attainment in the United States and Six Major Metropolitan Areas 1990-2010              40 
 
 
Latino Data Project Report 63    November 2015 
From 1990 to 2010, men in New York City saw a 25% increase in college graduation rates (B.A. or 
higher), from 28% attaining a Bachelor’s or higher in 1990 to 35% in 2010. The female population’s 
attainment of Bachelor’s degrees or higher grew by 59%, bringing their rate up from 22% in 1990 to 
35% in 2010. Among men high school non-completion rates declined between 1990 (29%) and 2010 
(19%), dropping by 35%. The City’s women also saw decline in the percentage without high school 
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Educational Attainment 1990 2000 2010
Did Not Graduate High School 29% 26% 19%
High School Graduate 24% 23% 25%
Some College No Degree 16% 16% 15%
Associates Degree 4% 5% 5%
BA or Higher 28% 31% 35%
Educational Attainment for New York Metropolitan Male Population Aged 25+, 1990-2010  
Table 24
Educational Attainment 1990 2000 2010
Did Not Graduate High School 30% 26% 20%
High School Graduate 28% 25% 25%
Some College No Degree 14% 15% 14%
Associates Degree 5% 6% 6%
BA or Higher 22% 28% 35%
Table 25
Educational Attainment for New York Metropolitan Female Population Aged 25+, 1990-2010  
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Among men in Riverside, college graduation rates (B.A. or higher) were steady at 18% in 1990 and 
19% in 2010. In sharp contrast, the female population increased college graduation rates by 67%, 
bringing their rates of attainment from 12% in 1990 to 20% in 2010. The percentage of men who did 
not graduate high school declined slightly over the twenty year period, from 25% to 22% (-12%). 
Women saw a 20% decrease in high school non-completion rates from 26% without a high school 
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Attainment of Bachelor’s Degree of Higher among the Population Aged 25 and Older within Six Major 
Metropolitan Areas by Race/Ethnicity  
Between 1990 and 2010, every race/ethnic group in the six major metropolitan areas examined here 
experienced either growth, or, in a limited number of cases, maintained levels of attainment of 
Bachelor’s degrees or higher. Across the board, there were no instances of decrease.  
As with the nationwide data, Asians had the greatest level of educational attainment among the four 
major race/ethnic groups on the metropolitan level. In the Houston, Los Angeles, Chicago, and 
Riverside metropolitan areas, Asians comprised the greatest percentage of college graduates (B.A. or 
higher) as of 2010. In the New York and Miami metropolitan areas, Asian are a close second behind 
non-Hispanic whites. Comparatively speaking, the Asian population of Chicago had the greatest 
percentage of college graduates (B.A. or higher) among the four major race/ethnic groups in every 
metropolitan area, at 64%. (See figure 29). 
Educational Attainment 1990 2000 2010
Did Not Graduate High School 25% 26% 22%
High School Graduate 24% 24% 25%
Some College No Degree 26% 26% 26%
Associates Degree 8% 7% 7%
BA or Higher 18% 18% 19%
Table 26
Educational Attainment for Riverside Metropolitan Male Population Aged 25+, 1990-2010  
Educational Attainment 1990 2000 2010
Did Not Graduate High School 26% 25% 21%
High School Graduate 29% 26% 26%
Some College No Degree 25% 27% 25%
Associates Degree 8% 8% 8%
BA or Higher 12% 15% 20%
Educational Attainment for Riverside Metropolitan Female Population Aged 25+, 1990-2010 
Table 27
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Latinos had the lowest levels of college graduation (B.A. or higher) among the four major race/ethnic 
groups in each of the six metropolitan except for Miami. The most drastic change found over the 
twenty year period was that of Latinos in New York City, with a significant college graduation increase 
of 78%. (See figure 31 and 32). 
In the Houston metropolitan area, Asians had the greatest rates of college graduation (B.A. or higher) 
among the four major race/ethnic groups at 50% as of 2010, an 11% increase from 1990. Non-
Hispanic whites are second at 40% as of 2010, a 25% increase over the twenty year period. Non-
Hispanic blacks are next at 22% as of 2010, a 25% increase from 1990. Finally, 11% of Latinos in 
Houston graduated college as of 2010, up 37.5% over the twenty year period. (See table 28 and 
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In the Los Angeles metropolitan area, 10% of Latinos in Los Angeles had graduated college in 2010, 
up 66% over the twenty year period. Asians had the greatest rates of college graduation (B.A. or 
higher) among the four major race/ethnic groups at 48% as of 2010, a 27% increase from 1990. Non-
Hispanic whites had the second greatest rate at 45% as of 2010, a 50% gain over the twenty year 
period. Non-Hispanic blacks experienced the third greatest rate, which was 22% in 2010 and a 47% 











Educational Attainment 1990 2000 2010
Non-Hispanic Whites 32% 37% 40%
Non-Hispanic Blacks 15% 18% 22%
Latinos 8% 9% 11%
Asians 45% 47% 50%
"B.A. or Higher" for Houston Metropolitan Population 
Table 28 
Aged 25+ by Race/Ethnicity, 1990-2010
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In the Chicago metropolitan area, 13% of Latinos in Chicago had graduated college in 2010, up 63% 
over the twenty year period.  Asians had the greatest rates of college graduation (B.A. or higher) 
among the four major race/ethnic groups, which was 64% in 2010, and a 28% gain from 1990. Non-
Hispanic whites were second at 44% in 2010, a 52% increase over the twenty year period. Non-
Hispanic blacks were next at 19% in 2010, a 58% increase from the rate in 1990. (See table 30 and 












Educational Attainment 1990 2000 2010
Non-Hispanic Whites 30% 38% 45%
Non-Hispanic Blacks 15% 18% 22%
Latinos 6% 7% 10%
Asians 38% 43% 48%
"B.A. or Higher" for Los Angeles Metropolitan Population 
Aged 25+ by Race/Ethnicity, 1990-2010 
Table 29 
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In Miami, Latinos had third greatest attainment of Bachelor’s degrees or higher, at 23% in 2010, up 
64% their rate in 1990. Non-Hispanic whites saw the greatest rates of college graduation (B.A. or 
higher) among the four major race/ethnic groups (47% in 2010), which grew by 63% from 1990. 
Asians had the second greatest college graduation rate, at 46% in 2010, which was an 18% gain over 
the twenty year period. Finally, 15% of the non-Hispanic black population in Miami graduated from 












Educational Attainment 1990 2000 2010
Non-Hispanic Whites 29% 36% 44%
Non-Hispanic Blacks 12% 15% 19%
Latinos 8% 9% 13%
Asians 50% 58% 64%
Table 30 
Aged 25+ by Race/Ethnicity, 1990-2010 
"B.A. or Higher" for Chicago Metropolitan Population 
Educational Attainment in the United States and Six Major Metropolitan Areas 1990-2010              48 
 
 
Latino Data Project Report 63    November 2015 
 
 
In New York City, 16% of Latinos had graduated college in 2010, up from 78% in 1990. Non-Hispanic 
whites had the greatest rates of college graduation (B.A. or higher) among the four major race/ethnic 
groups at 51% in 2010 (+54% from 1990). The Asian population had the second greatest attainment 
of Bachelor’s degrees or higher at 42% in 2010, a 17% increase over the twenty year period. Non-












Educational Attainment 1990 2000 2010
Non-Hispanic Whites 29% 39% 47%
Non-Hispanic Blacks 10% 11% 15%
Latinos 14% 19% 23%
Asians 39% 44% 46%
Table 31 
"B.A. or Higher" for Miami Metropolitan Population 
Aged 25+ by Race/Ethnicity, 1990-2010
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In the Riverside metropolitan area, 8% of Latinos in Riverside had graduated from college in 2010, up 
67% over the twenty year period.  Asians had the greatest rates of college graduation (B.A. or higher) 
among the four major race/ethnic groups at 47% in 2010, which was a 35% gain from the rates in 
1990. Non-Hispanic whites were the second greatest achievers, with 25% who achieved Bachelor’s 
degrees or higher in 2010 (+47% from 1990). Non-Hispanic blacks had the next greatest rates at 19% 












Educational Attainment 1990 2000 2010
Non-Hispanic Whites 33% 43% 51%
Non-Hispanic Blacks 13% 17% 21%
Latinos 9% 12% 16%
Asians 36% 38% 42%
Aged 25+ by Race/Ethnicity, 1990-2010
Table 32
"B.A. or Higher" for New York Metropolitan Population 
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Attainment of Bachelor’s Degree of Higher among the Population Aged 25 and Older within Six Major 
Metropolitan Areas by Race/Ethnicity and Sex  
Between 1990 and 2010, men maintained a higher percentage of college graduates (B.A. or higher) 
among the non-Hispanic white and Asian communities when compared to their female counterparts 
within each of the six major metropolitan areas examined here.4 In the same twenty year period, 
women comprised a higher percentage of college graduates (Bachelor’s or higher) within the non-
Hispanic black and Latino communities when compared to their male counterparts in these areas.5 
Consistent with the national data, it is crucial to note that in each of the six metropolitan areas the 
increase in women’s attainment of a Bachelor’s or higher was considerably higher among all 
race/ethnic groups than men. In some cases, almost double that of their male counterparts. In every 
instance, the rate at which women’s attainment of Bachelor’s degrees or higher increased between 
1990 and 2010 was significantly faster than that of men. 
In the Houston metropolitan area, 10% of Latino men had a Bachelor’s or higher as of 2010, up 25% 
from 1990, and 12% of women, up 50% from 1990.   Among non-Hispanic blacks, 21% of men had a 
Bachelor’s or higher as of 2010, up 40% from 1990, compared to 23% of non-Hispanic black women 
in 2010, 44% from 1990. 
The gender patterns in Houston reversed when looking at Asians and non-Hispanic whites. 55% of 
Asian men had a Bachelor’s or higher as of 2010, up 10% from 1990, compared to 46% of Asian 
women in 2010, up 17% from 1990. Among non-Hispanic whites, 44% of men had a Bachelor’s or 
higher as of 2010, up 58% from 1990, and 37% of women, up 43% from 1990. (See figures 34 and 
35, and tables 34 and 35).   
 
                                              
4 The only exception was the Asian population of Miami, where as of 2010 men and women had near equivalent rates in the “B.A. or Higher” 
category.  
5 The only exception was the Latino population of Miami, where as of 2010, there was no gender difference in the “B.A. or Higher” category. 
Educational Attainment 1990 2000 2010
Non-Hispanic Whites 17% 20% 25%
Non-Hispanic Blacks 14% 15% 19%
Latinos 5% 6% 8%
Asians 35% 42% 47%
Table 33 
"B.A. or Higher" for Riverside Metropolitan Population 
Aged 25+ by Race/Ethnicity , 1990-2010 
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In the Los Angeles metropolitan area, 10% of Latino men had a Bachelor’s or higher as of 2010, up 
43% from 1990, and 11% of women, up 120% from 1990. 21% of non-Hispanic black men had a 
Bachelor’s or higher as of 2010, up 32% from 1990, compared to 24% of non-Hispanic black women 
in 2010, up 72% from 1990.  
Again, the gender patterns in Los Angeles were reversed when looking at Asians and non-Hispanic 
whites.  Approximately 49% of Asian men graduated college (B.A. or higher) in 2010, up 14% from 
Educational Attainment 1990 2000 2010
Non-Hispanic Whites 38% 42% 44%
Non-Hispanic Blacks 15% 17% 21%
Latinos 8% 9% 10%
Asians 50% 52% 55%
Table 34
"B.A. or Higher" for Houston Metropolitan Male Population
Aged 25+ by Race/Ethnicity, 1990-2010
Educational Attainment 1990 2000 2010
Non-Hispanic Whites 26% 32% 37%
Non-Hispanic Blacks 16% 19% 23%
Latinos 8% 9% 12%
Asians 39% 42% 46%
Table 35
"B.A. or Higher" for Houston Metropolitan Female Population
Aged 25+ by Race/Ethnicity, 1990-2010
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1990, compared to 47% of Asian women in 2010, up 39% from 1990. Among the non-Hispanic white 
population, male attainment of a Bachelor’s or higher was 48% in 2010, up 33% from 1990, and 43% 
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In the Chicago metropolitan area, among Latinos, 11% of men had a Bachelor’s or higher as of 2010, 
up 37% from 1990, and 15% of women, up 115% 1990. 16% of non-Hispanic black men had a 
Bachelor’s or higher as of 2010, up 46% from 1990, compared to 21% of non-Hispanic black women 
in 2010, up 62% from 1990.  
Once more, the gender patterns in Chicago reverse when looking at non-Hispanic whites and Asians. 
Among the non-Hispanic white population, 45% of men had a Bachelor’s or higher as of 2010, up 
33% from 1990, and 42% of women, up 75% from 1990. 65% of Asian men had a Bachelor’s or 
higher as of 2010, up 19% from 1990, compared to 62% of Asian women in 2010, up 38% from 1990. 
(See figures 38 and 39, and tables 38 and 39). 
 
 
Educational Attainment 1990 2000 2010
Non-Hispanic Whites 36% 42% 48%
Non-Hispanic Blacks 16% 17% 21%
Latinos 7% 7% 10%
Asians 43% 47% 49%
Table 36
"B.A. or Higher" for Los Angeles Metropolitan Male Population
Aged 25+ by Race/Ethnicity, 1990-2010
Educational Attainment 1990 2000 2010
Non-Hispanic Whites 25% 34% 43%
Non-Hispanic Blacks 14% 18% 24%
Latinos 5% 7% 11%
Asians 34% 40% 47%
Table 37
"B.A. or Higher" for Los Angeles Metropolitan Female Population
Aged 25+ by Race/Ethnicity, 1990-2010
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In Miami, the non-Hispanic white population was the only instance in which men had outperformed 
women in the “B.A. or Higher” category. 49% of men had a Bachelor’s or higher as of 2010, up 37% 
from 1990, and 45% of women, up 95% 1990.  
The gender patterns in Miami reverse when looking at Asians and non-Hispanic blacks. 46% of Asian 
men had a Bachelor’s or higher as of 2010, up 3% from 1990, compared to 47% of Asian women in 
2010, up 35% from 1990. 12% of non-Hispanic black men had had a Bachelor’s or higher as of 2010, 
up 33% from 1990, compared to 18% of non-Hispanic black women in 2010, up 64% from 1990.  
Latinas in Miami had caught up to their male counterparts, thanks largely to their higher percentage 
increase in the “B.A. or Higher” category, 23% of men had a Bachelor’s or higher as of 2010, up 44% 
from 1990, and 23% of women, up 92% from 1990. (See figures 40 and 41 and tables 40 and 41). 
Educational Attainment 1990 2000 2010
Non-Hispanic Whites 33% 40% 45%
Non-Hispanic Blacks 11% 14% 16%
Latinos 8% 9% 11%
Asians 55% 62% 65%
Table 38
"B.A. or Higher" for Chicago Metropolitan Male Population
Aged 25+ by Race/Ethnicity, 1990-2010
Educational Attainment 1990 2000 2010
Non-Hispanic Whites 24% 33% 42%
Non-Hispanic Blacks 13% 16% 21%
Latinos 8% 10% 15%
Asians 45% 54% 62%
Aged 25+ by Race/Ethnicity, 1990-2010
Table 39
"B.A. or Higher" for Chicago Metropolitan Female Population
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In the New York metropolitan area, 43% of Asian men had a Bachelor’s or higher as of 2010, up 14% 
from 1990, compared to 41% of Asian women in 2010, up 25% from 1990. Among the non-Hispanic 
white population, 52% of men had a Bachelor’s or higher as of 2010, up 37% from 1990, and 51% of 
women, 70% from 1990.  
Keeping with the general trend, the gender patterns in New York reverse when looking at Latinos and 
non-Hispanic blacks. 19% of non-Hispanic black men had a Bachelor’s or higher as of 2010, up 47% 
from 1990, compared to 23% of non-Hispanic black women in 2010, up 77% from 1990. Among 
Latinos, 13% of men had a Bachelor’s or higher as of 2010, up 45% from 1990, and 17% of women, 
up 89% from 1990. (See figures 42 and 43 and tables 42 and 43). 
 
Educational Attainment 1990 2000 2010
Non-Hispanic Whites 36% 43% 49%
Non-Hispanic Blacks 9% 10% 12%
Latinos 16% 20% 23%
Asians 45% 44% 46%
Table 40
"B.A. or Higher" for Miami Metropolitan Male Population
Aged 25+ by Race/Ethnicity, 1990-2010
1990 2000 2010
Non-Hispanic Whites 23% 35% 45%
Non-Hispanic Blacks 11% 12% 18%
Latinos 12% 18% 23%
Asians 35% 43% 47%
Table 41
"B.A. or Higher" for Miami Metropolitan Female Population
Aged 25+ by Race/Ethnicity, 1990-2010
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In the Riverside metro areas, 7% of Latino men had a Bachelor’s or higher as of 2010, up 17% from 
1990, compared to 9% of Latinas in 2010, up 125% from 1990. 18% of non-Hispanic black men had 
aged 25 and older had a Bachelor’s or higher as of 2010, up 13% from 1990, compared to 21% of 
non-Hispanic black women in 2010, up 62% from 1990.  
The non-Hispanic white population was the only instance in which men outperformed women in the 
“B.A. or Higher” category. Twenty-seven percent of men had a Bachelor’s or higher as of 2010, up 
35% from 1990; 24% of women had a Bachelor’s or higher in 2010, up 72% from 1990.  
Asian women in Riverside caught up to their male counterparts, thanks largely to their higher 
percentage increase. 47% of Asian men had a Bachelor’s or higher as of 2010, up 21% from 1990, 
and 47% of women, up 52% from 1990. (See figures 44 and 45 and tables 44 and 45). 
Educational Attainment 1990 2000 2010
Non-Hispanic Whites 38% 45% 52%
Non-Hispanic Blacks 13% 16% 19%
Latinos 9% 11% 13%
Asians 38% 39% 43%
Table 42
"B.A. or Higher" for New York Metropolitan Male Population
Aged 25+ by Race/Ethnicity, 1990-2010
Educational Attainment 1990 2000 2010
Non-Hispanic Whites 30% 40% 51%
Non-Hispanic Blacks 13% 18% 23%
Latinos 9% 12% 17%
Asians 33% 37% 41%
"B.A. or Higher" for New York Metropolitan Female Population
Aged 25+ by Race/Ethnicity, 1990-2010
Table 43
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High School Non-Completion Statistics among the Population Aged 25 and Older within Six Major 
Metropolitan Areas by Race/Ethnicity  
Between 1990 and 2010, every race/ethnic group in the six major metropolitan areas experienced a 
decrease in the “Did Not Graduate High School” category. Across the board, there were no increases 
in the population. 
In all six metropolitan areas examined, Latinos had the greatest percentage of individuals who did not 
graduate high school among the four major race/ethnic groups, while non-Hispanic whites maintained 
the lowest percentage. 
In the Houston metropolitan area, 44% of Latinos did not graduate high school in 2010, a 32% decline 
in high school non-completion rates over the twenty year period. Non-Hispanic whites had the lowest 
Educational Attainment 1990 2000 2010
Non-Hispanic Whites 20% 23% 27%
Non-Hispanic Blacks 16% 16% 18%
Latinos 6% 6% 7%
Asians 39% 46% 47%
Table 44
"B.A. or Higher" for Riverside Metropolitan Male Population
Aged 25+ by Race/Ethnicity, 1990-2010
Educational Attainment 1990 2000 2010
Non-Hispanic Whites 14% 18% 24%
Non-Hispanic Blacks 13% 15% 21%
Latinos 4% 6% 9%
Asians 31% 39% 47%
Table 45
"B.A. or Higher" for Riverside Metropolitan Female Population
Aged 25+ by Race/Ethnicity, 1990-2010
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percentage of individuals who did not graduate high school among the four major race/ethnic groups, 
at 6% in 2010 (-58%). Non-Hispanic blacks had the second lowest percentage of individuals without 
high school diplomas, at 12% not completing high school in 2010 (-62%). The Asian population was 

















Educational Attainment 1990 2000 2010
Non-Hispanic Whites 14% 10% 6%
Non-Hispanic Blacks 31% 22% 12%
Latinos 58% 56% 44%
Asians 19% 20% 16%
Table 46
"Did Not Graduate High School" for Houston Metropolitan Population 
Aged 25+ by Race/Ethnicity, 1990-2010
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In Los Angeles, Latinos had the highest percentage of individuals who did not complete high school, 
at 45% in 2010, a 27% decline from 1990. Non-Hispanic whites had the lowest percentage of those 
who did not graduate high school among the four major race/ethnic groups at 7% in 2010 (-50%). 
Non-Hispanic blacks were second at 12% not completing high school in 2010, a 109% decrease over 
the twenty year period. Approximately 13% of the Asian population did not complete high school in 













In the Chicago metropolitan area, 39% of Latinos did not complete high school as of 2010, a 29% 
decrease over the twenty year period.  Again, non-Hispanic whites had the lowest percentage of 
those who did not graduate high school among the four major race/ethnic groups at 6% as of 2010, a 
67% decrease from 1990. Asians were second at 9% as of 2010, a 44% decrease over the twenty 
Educational Attainment 1990 2000 2010
Non-Hispanic Whites 14% 11% 7%
Non-Hispanic Blacks 25% 21% 12%
Latinos 61% 57% 45%
Asians 20% 18% 13%
Table 47
"Did Not Graduate High School" for Los Angeles Metropolitan Population
Aged 25+ by Race/Ethnicity, 1990-2010
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year period.  High school non-completion among non-Hispanic blacks was at 17% as of 2010, a 50% 












In the Miami metropolitan area, Latinos had the greatest rate of high school non-completion at 26% in 
2010, down 43% from 1990. Non-Hispanic whites had the lowest percentage of those who did not 
graduate high school among the four major race/ethnic groups at 7% as of 2010, a 59% decrease 
from 1990. Among Asians, 11% did not complete high school as of 2010, a 48% decrease over the 
twenty year period.  Non-Hispanic blacks were at 23% as of 2010, a 47% decrease from 1990.  (See 
figure 49 and table 49). 
 
Educational Attainment 1990 2000 2010
Non-Hispanic Whites 18% 11% 6%
Non-Hispanic Blacks 34% 26% 17%
Latinos 55% 52% 39%
Asians 16% 14% 9%
Table 48
"Did Not Graduate High School" for Chicago Metropolitan Population
Aged 25+ by Race/Ethnicity, 1990-2010
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In the New York metropolitan area, 36% of Latinos did not complete high school as of 2010, a 41% 
decrease over the twenty year period. Non-Hispanic whites had the lowest percentage of those who 
did not graduate high school among the four major race/ethnic groups at 8% as of 2010, a 62% 
decrease from 1990. Non-Hispanic blacks were second at 18% as of 2010, a 46% decrease over the 
twenty year period.  Asians were next at 24% as of 2010, a 47% decrease from 1990. (See figure 50 
and table 50). 
 
 
Educational Attainment 1990 2000 2010
Non-Hispanic Whites 17% 11% 7%
Non-Hispanic Blacks 43% 36% 23%
Latinos 45% 38% 26%
Asians 22% 21% 11%
Table 49
"Did Not Graduate High School" for Miami Metropolitan Population
Aged 25+ by Race/Ethnicity, 1990-2010
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In the Riverside metropolitan area, Latinos had the highest rate of high school non-completion at 40% 
in 2010, a decline of 20% from the rate in 1990. Non-Hispanic whites had the lowest percentage of 
those who did not graduate high school among the four major race/ethnic groups, at 9% in 2010 (-
50%). Among non-Hispanic blacks, about 11% did not complete high school in 2010, a 48% decrease 
over the twenty year period. Among the Asian population, high school non-completion rates were 11% 
in 2010 (-43%). (See figure 51 and table 51). 
 
Educational Attainment 1990 2000 2010
Non-Hispanic Whites 21% 14% 8%
Non-Hispanic Blacks 33% 28% 18%
Latinos 51% 45% 36%
Asians 30% 29% 24%
"Did Not Graduate High School" for New York Metropolitan Population
Aged 25+ by Race/Ethnicity, 1990-2010
Table 50
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High School Non-Completion Statistics among the Population Aged 25 and Older within Six Major 
Metropolitan Areas by Race/Ethnicity and Sex 
From 1990-2010, men in the non-Hispanic white and Asian communities maintained either lower or 
identical rates in the “Did Not Graduate High School” category when compared to their female 
counterparts in the six major metropolitan areas examined here. With only one exception, non-
Hispanic white women and Asian women never outperformed men in this category.6   
This gender pattern was inverted among Latinos and non-Hispanic blacks. Across the same twenty 
year period, males in these respective race/ethnic groups had significantly higher rates of not 
                                              
6 The percentage of Non-Hispanic white women without a High school diploma in the Riverside metropolitan area was one percentage point lower 
than that of non-Hispanic white males.  
Educational Attainment 1990 2000 2010
Non-Hispanic Whites 18% 14% 9%
Non-Hispanic Blacks 21% 18% 11%
Latinos 51% 50% 40%
Asians 19% 15% 11%
Table 51
"Did Not Graduate High School" for Riverside Metropolitan Population
Aged 25+ by Race/Ethnicity, 1990-2010
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graduating high school when compared to their female counterparts in these six metropolitan areas. 
In no instances did Non-Hispanic black or Latino men outperform women in this category.  
As with the national data, it is crucial to note that female rates of decrease in the “Did Not Graduate 
High School” category were considerably higher than males in each of the six metropolitan areas 
examined. In many cases, almost double that of their male counterparts. Women in the Latino, Asian, 
and non-Hispanic white groups, in every instance, demonstrated a higher decrease than men. Non-
Hispanic blacks, however, seem to be an exception to this trend, with much more balanced rates of 
decrease.  
In the Houston metropolitan area, 42% of Latino men had not graduated high school as of 2010, a 
23% decrease from 1990, nor had 42% of women, down 27% from 1990. Among non-Hispanic 
blacks, 13% of men had not graduated high school as of 2010, a 60% decrease from 1990, compared 
to 11% of non-Hispanic black women in 2010, down 63% from 1990.  
The gender patterns in Houston reverse when looking at Asians and non-Hispanic whites. 14% of 
Asian men had not graduated high school as of 2010, a 7% decrease from 1990, compared to 17% of 
Asian women in 2010, down 30% from 1990. Among the non-Hispanic white population, 6% of men 
had not graduated high school as of 2010, a 54% decrease from 1990, nor had 6% of women, down 
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Educational Attainment 1990 2000 2010
Non-Hispanic Whites 13% 10% 6%
Non-Hispanic Blacks 32% 24% 13%
Latinos 59% 58% 47%
Asians 15% 16% 14%
Table 52
"Did Not Graduate High School" for Houston Metropolitan Male Population
Aged 25+ by Race/Ethnicity, 1990-2010
Educational Attainment 1990 2000 2010
Non-Hispanic Whites 15% 11% 6%
Non-Hispanic Blacks 29% 21% 11%
Latinos 57% 54% 42%
Asians 23% 23% 17%
Table 53
"Did Not Graduate High School" for Houston Metropolitan Female Population
Aged 25+ by Race/Ethnicity, 1990-2010
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In Los Angeles, among Latinos, 45% of men had not graduated high school as of 2010, a 25% 
decrease from 1990, nor had 44% of women, down 28% from 1990. 13% of non-Hispanic black men 
aged 25 and older had not graduated high school as of 2010, a 50% decrease from 1990, compared 
to 11% of non-Hispanic black women in 2010, down 56% from 1990.  
Again, the gender patterns in Los Angeles reverse when looking at non-Hispanic whites and 
Asians11% of Asian men had not graduated high school as of 2010, a 32% decrease from 1990, 
compared to 15% of Asian women in 2010, down 38% from 1990. Among the non-Hispanic white 
population, 6% of men had not graduated high school as of 2010, a 54% decrease from 1990, nor had 
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In Chicago, 7% of Asian men had not graduated high school as of 2010, a 42% decrease from 1990, 
compared to 10% of Asian women in 2010, down 48% from 1990. Among the non-Hispanic white 
population, 6% of men had not graduated high school as of 2010, a 63% decrease from 1990, nor had 
6% of women, down 69% from 1990.  
Educational Attainment 1990 2000 2010
Non-Hispanic Whites 13% 10% 6%
Non-Hispanic Blacks 26% 21% 13%
Latinos 60% 58% 45%
Asians 16% 15% 11%
Table 54
"Did Not Graduate High School" for Los Angeles Metropolitan Male Population
Aged 25+ by Race/Ethnicity, 1990-2010
Educational Attainment 1990 2000 2010
Non-Hispanic Whites 16% 11% 7%
Non-Hispanic Blacks 25% 20% 11%
Latinos 61% 57% 44%
Asians 24% 20% 15%
Aged 25+ by Race/Ethnicity, 1990-2010
Table 55
"Did Not Graduate High School" for Los Angeles Metropolitan Female Population
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The gender patterns in Chicago reverse when looking at Latinos and non-Hispanic blacks. 19% of 
non-Hispanic black men had not graduated high school as of 2010, a 48% decrease from 1990, 
compared to 16% of non-Hispanic black women in 2010, down 50% from 1990. Among Latinos, 40% 
of men had not graduated high school as of 2010, a 29% decrease from 1990, nor had 37% of 
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In Miami, 27% of Latino men had not graduated high school as of 2010, a 38% decrease from 1990, 
nor had 25% of women, down 46% from 1990. Among non-Hispanic blacks, 25% of men had not 
graduated high school as of 2010, a 45% decrease from 1990, compared to 21% of non-Hispanic 
black women in 2010, down 49% from 1990. 
Keeping with the metro area trend, the gender patterns in Miami reverse when looking at Asians and 
non-Hispanic whites. As of 2010, 9% of Asian men had not graduated high school, a 48% decrease 
from 1990, compared to 12% of Asian women in 2010, down 52% from 1990. Among the non-
Hispanic white population, 6% of men had not graduated high school as of 2010, a60% decrease from 
1990, nor had 7% of women, down 62% from 1990. (See figures 58 and 59 and tables 58 and 59). 
 
Educational Attainment 1990 2000 2010
Non-Hispanic Whites 16% 10% 6%
Non-Hispanic Blacks 36% 28% 19%
Latinos 56% 53% 40%
Asians 12% 11% 7%
Table 56
"Did Not Graduate High School" for Chicago Metropolitan Male Population
Aged 25+ by Race/Ethnicity, 1990-2010
Educational Attainment 1990 2000 2010
Non-Hispanic Whites 19% 11% 6%
Non-Hispanic Blacks 32% 24% 16%
Latinos 54% 50% 37%
Asians 19% 16% 10%
Table 57
"Did Not Graduate High School" for Chicago Metropolitan Female Population
Aged 25+ by Race/Ethnicity, 1990-2010
Educational Attainment in the United States and Six Major Metropolitan Areas 1990-2010              75 
 
 





















Educational Attainment in the United States and Six Major Metropolitan Areas 1990-2010              76 
 
 





In New York, among Latinos, 37% of men had not graduated high school as of 2010, a 25% decrease 
from 1990, nor had 36% of women, down 31% from 1990. Among non-Hispanic blacks,19% of men 
had not graduated high school as of 2010, a 45% decrease from 1990, compared to 18% of non-
Hispanic black women in 2010, down 46% from 1990.  
As found in every other metropolitan area, the gender patters reverse when examining Asians and 
non-Hispanic whites.  Among Asians, 22% of men had not graduated high school as of 2010, a 19% 
decrease from 1990, compared to 25% of Asian women in 2010, down 25% from 1990. Among the 
non-Hispanic white population, 8% of men had not graduated high school as of 2010, a 60% decrease 




Educational Attainment 1990 2000 2010
Non-Hispanic Whites 15% 11% 6%
Non-Hispanic Blacks 45% 38% 25%
Latinos 43% 37% 27%
Asians 17% 22% 9%
Table 58
"Did Not Graduate High School" for Miami Metropolitan Male Population
Aged 25+ by Race/Ethnicity, 1990-2010
Educational Attainment 1990 2000 2010
Non-Hispanic Whites 18% 12% 7%
Non-Hispanic Blacks 41% 34% 21%
Latinos 46% 38% 25%
Asians 25% 21% 12%
ged 25+ by Race/Ethnicity, 1990-2010
Table 59
"Did Not Graduate High School" for Miami Metropolitan Female Population A
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In the Riverside metropolitan area, 8% of Asian men had not graduated high school as of 2010, a 
43% decrease from 1990, compared to 14% of Asian women in 2010, down 42% from 1990. Among 
the non-Hispanic white population, 9% of men had not graduated high school as of 2010, a 48% 
decrease from 1990, nor had 8% of women, down 60% from 1990.  
As with all the other metro areas, the gender patterns in Riverside reverse when looking at Latinos 
and non-Hispanic blacks. 11% of non-Hispanic black men had not graduated high school as of 2010, 
a 43% decrease from 1990, compared to 10% of non-Hispanic black women in 2010, down 43% from 
1990. Among Latinos, 42% of men had not graduated high school as of 2010, an 18% decrease from 
1990, nor had 39% of women, down 28% from 1990. (See figures 62 and 63 and tables 62 and 63). 
 
 
Educational Attainment 1990 2000 2010
Non-Hispanic Whites 20% 14% 8%
Non-Hispanic Blacks 34% 29% 19%
Latinos 49% 46% 37%
Asians 27% 27% 22%
Table 60
"Did Not Graduate High School" for New York Metropolitan Male Population
Aged 25+ by Race/Ethnicity, 1990-2010
Educational Attainment 1990 2000 2010
Non-Hispanic Whites 22% 15% 8%
Non-Hispanic Blacks 33% 27% 18%
Latinos 52% 45% 36%
Asians 33% 31% 25%
Table 61
"Did Not Graduate High School" for New York Metropolitan Female Population
Aged 25+ by Race/Ethnicity, 1990-2010
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Educational Attainment 1990 2000 2010
Non-Hispanic Whites 17% 13% 9%
Non-Hispanic Blacks 19% 19% 11%
Latinos 51% 51% 42%
Asians 14% 13% 8%
Table 62
"Did Not Graduate High School" for Riverside Metropolitan Male Population
Aged 25+ by Race/Ethnicity, 1990-2010
Educational Attainment 1990 2000 2010
Non-Hispanic Whites 20% 14% 8%
Non-Hispanic Blacks 23% 16% 10%
Latinos 50% 48% 39%
Asians 24% 17% 14%
Aged 25+ by Race/Ethnicity, 1990-2010
Table 63
"Did Not Graduate High School" for Riverside Metropolitan Female Population
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Concluding Remarks 
 
And so the news is good. Over the last two decades, across all races and ethnicities for both sexes, 
more adults in the United States received four-year degrees or higher and less failed to complete high 
school. Women in particular saw a marked increase in educational attainment, often considerably 
higher than their male counterparts. However, while the indicators highlighted in this report are no 
doubt useful, many fundamental questions remain. What are the causative factors behind these 
trends? Why did this happen? 
 
Without any further qualitative study, we have some suggestions for further inquiry: 
 
Regarding the drastic increase in educational attainment among females in relation to males, it’s 
worth noting that over the twenty year period examined in this report the number of women identifying 
themselves as household heads increased 47%.7 Household heads traditionally face more financial 
responsibilities than non-household heads, and the well-established correlation between educational 
attainment and higher levels of income may be a strong factor here.   
 
There were, of course, social and cultural issues at play as well. A strong push for financial 
independence among women was a core ideological aspect of the late twentieth century women’s 
movement.  It may well be that as this movement matured, women in the United States increasingly 
pursued educational attainment as a viable path toward achieving that independence. 
 
As for the low levels of educational attainment found among Latinos, one might take into 
consideration that Latinos comprised the greatest percentage of foreign born persons in the United 
States over the twenty year period examined in this report.8 It may be that foreign born persons often 
chose to join the labor force shortly after immigrating instead of pursuing educational advancement, or 
that foreign born Latinos typically immigrate to the United States primarily to join the labor force.                
 
CLACLS welcomes further input from researchers, journalists, students, and the public at large on 
these important questions. 
 
            
                                              
7 From 32% in 1990 to 47% in 2010, according to the same ACS and IPUMS datasets used for this report. 
8 In 1990, 37% of Latinos in the United States were foreign born. In 2010, 38% of Latinos in the United States were foreign born. Both figures are 
from same ACS and IPUMS datasets used for this report.   
